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The main goal of this year's 7th Roaming Anthropology conference, is to encourage a regional 

debate on ethics in anthropological and ethnological research, focusing equally on the socio-cultural 

and biological branches of this discipline, as well as to create a proposal of a code of ethics in 

anthropological and ethnological research. Taking as a starting point the existing international codes 

of ethics (AAA, EASA, etc.), as well as codes created by certain national institutions (HED, IA, 

SED, etc.), our intention is to discuss the (current) non-existence of national codes of ethics in the 

countries of the region. The relevance of this topic is especially obvious if we take into account the 

long tradition of anthropological and ethnological research in this region. We will reflect upon the 

concept of engaged anthropology and, seeing anthropologists and ethnologists as critics of culture, 

discuss the significance and the position of engaged anthropology in the scientific discourse, as well 

as in wider social context. We will explore the possibilities of applied anthropology and the 

relationship between activism and science. By doing this, we wish to further the discussion and 

encourage the drafting of a code of ethics adapted to the tradition of anthropology and ethnology in 

the region.  

Are codes of ethics necessary for the before mentioned research and action? If yes, is it possible to 

create an universal code which could be applied to all fields of the discipline? And if not, what is 

the alternative for ensuring ethical conduct by anthropologists and ethnologists? Do codes of ethics 

limit the work of anthropologists and ethnologists? Do they serve to protect the rights and dignity of 

researched groups and individuals, or do they serve to protect the researchers from liability? What 

are the common elements of ethics in research done in the fields of biological and socio-cultural 

anthropology? What are the key ethical questions that need to be an integral part of every ethically 

legitimate anthropological and ethnological action? Do anthropologists and ethnologists have the 

right to critically analyse the ethicalness of similar disciplines? Is there a difference in the 

theoretical and practical aspects of ethics? What are the ethical responsibilities of anthropologists 

and ethnologists towards the researched community? How to deal with these ethical demands in an 

age when research is often dependant upon private sources of finance? What are some of the 

personal experiences of the conference participants regarding (un)ethicalness in anthropological and 

ethnological research? These are just some of the questions we wish to discuss at the conference, 



which could serve as a basis for the drafting of the code of ethics. 

 

The idea of the conference is to have a series of round-table discussions, accompanied by 

individual or group presentations and discussions. The discussions will be moderated by the 

organizers, and at the end of each day, a list will be made, containing the main conclusions and 

points which will be used to make the draft of the code of ethics. Anthropology and ethnology 

professors from the region will also take part in the discussions and presentations. The last day of 

the conference is reserved for drafting the code itself. Aware of the time restrictions of the 

conference, as well as the diversity and comprehensiveness of the discipline, we intend to continue 

working on the code after the conference and to publish it in digital and physical form (depending 

on available funding). 

 

Therefore, we kindly invite all those interested to submit their papers (published or unpublished 

scientific papers, seminar papers, research drafts, preliminary research results) or topics for round-

table discussions. The latter can also be presented in the form of films or other types of artistic 

expression. We encourage papers and topics that deal with ethics from different perspectives and 

point to ethical dilemmas in anthropological and ethnological research. The organizers find this 

topic to be equally part of the theory, methodology and application of anthropology and ethnology, 

since the ethical elements are necessary parts of all the aspects of anthropological and ethnological 

research and action. Therefore, all suggestions problematizing the question of ethics using one of 

these perspectives are welcomed as well. The time limit for individual/group presentations is 30 

minutes, which includes 15-20 minutes for the presentation itself and 10-15 minutes for 

discussion. 

 

Apart from presentations and discussion topics, participants are free to send photo or video material 

which share the topic of the conference. By this we mean any visual material that speaks about 

different situations the researches could find themselves in while on the field, whether it be personal 

or other people's experiences; that make visible the relationship towards the anthropological and 

ethnological Other; that discuss the (im)possibilities of representing the Other; self-reflection on a 

certain ethical topic, etc. The chosen works will be presented during the conference at the 

exhibition in the showroom of the Faculty. Detailed information about the submission of these 

works will be announced in due time at the official blog of the conference 

http://roaminganthropology.wordpress.com/ .  

 

Abstracts (not exceeding 300 words) may be written in Latin alphabet in any of the official 



languages of the conference (Bosnian, Croatian, Macedonian, Montenegrin, Slovenian and 

Serbian) and must contain the following information about the author/s: name, name of university 

(and level of study), date of birth, title of the abstract. 

 

Please send your proposals to roaming.anthropology@gmail.com by July 1st 2013. The chosen 

participants will be notified by the end of July. The selection will be done by a group of students 

who can volunteer for this by the last day of applications. We invite you to volunteer so we could 

form an international jury! 

 

The participation fee for presenters is €30 and for other participants €40. The price includes 

accommodation in a hostel (6-bed and 8-bed rooms), breakfast, lunch and afternoon coffee break. 

 

 

We are looking forward to your proposals, 

RA7 Organization Team 

 


